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Thank you so much for purchasing an item from my store! I work very hard to 
create resources that will improve your classroom and allow you to leverage 
your planning time. Here are the expectations for using this product…

The copyright for this material is maintained by The Productive Teacher 
(formerly known as My Rainy Day Creations). If you have any questions or 
would like to use the product in a manner not described above, please contact 
me at cate@theproductiveteacher.org.

You May

• Use this product in your classroom with your students year after year.
• Purchase additional licenses for other teachers at a 10% discount.
• Write about your experience using this product as long as you include a 
link to the product in my store.

• Edit the product to fit your personal classroom needs.
• Leave feedback on the product to earn TpT credits.
• Contact me at anytime with questions, comments, and requests.
• Download updated versions of the product.
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• Share this product with any other teacher without purchasing an additional 
license for that teacher.

• Post part or all of this product online for any purpose.
• Sell or distribute any part of this product.
• Edit this product in order to sell or give away part or all of the product.
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The Magnetic Compass

The history of the compass spans centuries and continents. Originating in ancient China 
during the Han Dynasty around the 2nd century BCE, the compass began as a simple 
lodestone, a naturally magnetized mineral, used for divination purposes. However, the 
discovery of its magnetic properties soon led to its practical application in navigation. 
By the 11th century CE, Arab traders had adopted the compass for maritime navigation 
in the Indian Ocean and Arabian Sea, facilitating extensive cultural exchange and trade 
networks. In Europe, during the Renaissance period, advancements in compass design, 
such as the addition of a magnetic needle floating in a liquid-filled housing, further 
enhanced its accuracy and usability. 

Before the widespread adoption of the magnetic compass, exploration faced significant 
limitations due to the reliance on less reliable navigation methods. Mariners largely 
depended on celestial navigation techniques, such as observing the positions of stars 
and the sun, which were often hindered by cloudy weather. Dead reckoning, estimating 
position based on speed and direction traveled, was another method prone to errors, 
especially during long voyages where factors like currents and winds could drastically 
affect calculations. As a result, explorers were constrained in their ability to venture far 
from known coastlines and were often hesitant to undertake lengthy journeys across 
open seas. This limitation restricted the scope of exploration.

During the Age of Exploration, renowned explorers such as Christopher Columbus, Vasco 
da Gama, and Ferdinand Magellan heavily relied on the compass to guide their 
expeditions across uncharted waters. Columbus famously used the compass on his 
voyages across the Atlantic Ocean. Similarly, Vasco da Gama utilized the compass 
during his historic journey around the southern tip of Africa, opening up a sea route to 
India that would transform global trade. Ferdinand Magellan, while leading the first 
expedition to circumnavigate the globe, relied on the compass to navigate through 
treacherous waters and the vast expanses of the Pacific Ocean. These explorers, among 
many others of their time, recognized the compass's invaluable role in enabling their 
daring journeys and reshaping the world's understanding of geography.

The compass has profoundly shaped human history. Its benefits are undeniable: 
facilitating unprecedented exploration, enabling the establishment of global trade 
routes, and fostering cultural exchange. Without it, the Age of Exploration might never 
have happened. However, alongside its benefits, the compass also brought drawbacks. 
Its role in colonial expansion led to exploitation, conflict, and the spread of disease, 
resulting in widespread suffering and loss. Moreover, its use in the transatlantic slave 
trade perpetuated human suffering on a massive scale. Thus, while the compass 
heralded an era of discovery and progress, its legacy is one of both triumph and 
tragedy, reminding us of the complexities inherent in human history.


