Terms of Use

Thank you so much for purchasing an item from my store! I work very hard to
create resources that will improve your classroom and allow you to leverage
your planning time. Here are the expectations for using this product...

You May

« Use this product in your classroom with your students year after year.

- Purchase additional licenses for other teachers at a 10% discount.

- Write about your experience using this product as long as you include a
link to the product in my store.

- Edit the product to fit your personal classroom needs.

- Leave feedback on the product to earn TpT credits.

- Contact me at anytime with questions, comments, and requests.

- Download updated versions of the product.

You May Not

 Share this product with any other teacher without purchasing an additional
license for that teacher.

* Post part or all of this product online for any purpose.

* Sell or distribute any part of this product.

* Edit this product in order to sell or give away part or all of the product.

The copyright for this material is maintained by The Productive Teacher
(formerly known as My Rainy Day Creations). If you have any questions or
would like to use the product in a manner not described above, please contact
me at cate@theproductiveteacher.org.

This resource was created with the help of Find More Resources
these amazing clip artists:
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All photos are from Shutterstock.
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Smallpox at Jamestown

In 1607, English settlers established Jamestown, the first permanent English settlement
in North America. Founded with aspirations of economic profit and territorial expansion,
Jamestown became a focal point of European colonization efforts in the New World.

Not long after its founding, the Jamestown colony faced a devastating crisis that would
leave an indelible mark on its history—the smallpox epidemic. Smallpox, a highly
contagious and deadly disease caused by the variola virus, wreaked havoc on both
settlers and indigenous peoples in the region. The epidemic was a tragic consequence of
European colonization, as the arrival of English settlers brought the smallpox virus to a
population with no immunity.

The spread of smallpox within the Jamestown colony was facilitated by several factors.
First, the close quarters and cramped living conditions of the settlement provided ideal
conditions for the transmission of the virus. Additionally, the lack of understanding
about disease transmission and the absence of effective public health measures allowed
smallpox to proliferate unchecked. As a result, the disease spread rapidly among both
settlers and indigenous populations, leading to widespread iliness and death.

The impact of the smallpox epidemic on the Jamestown colony was profound. Records
indicate that a significant portion of the population fell ill, with mortality rates reaching
alarming levels. Among the settlers, the disease claimed the lives of many, weakening
the colony’s workforce and disrupting daily life. Similarly, indigenous communities were
devastated by the epidemic, as the virus spread rapidly among populations with no
prior exposure or immunity to smallpox. Entire villages were decimated, and the social
fabric of native societies was irreparably altered. Estimates suggest that the smallpox
epidemic at Jamestown resulted in the deaths of thousands of individuals, both settlers
and indigenous peoples alike.

The Jamestown colony managed to persevere through the smallpox epidemic by
implementing various measures to mitigate the spread of the disease. While the
epidemic undoubtedly caused significant suffering and loss of life, the settlers’ resilience
and adaptive strategies played a crucial role in their survival. Efforts such as quarantine
measures, isolation of the sick, and attempts at rudimentary inoculation helped to
contain the spread of the virus to some extent. Additionally, the development of
immunity within surviving populations over time contributed to greater resistance
against future outbreaks of smallpox. Despite the challenges posed by the epidemic, the
Jamestown colony ultimately endured, demonstrating the resilience and determination
of its inhabitants in the face of adversity.
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