Terms of Use

Thank you so much for purchasing an item from my store! I work very hard to
create resources that will improve your classroom and allow you to leverage
your planning time. Here are the expectations for using this product...

You May

« Use this product in your classroom with your students year after year.

- Purchase additional licenses for other teachers at a 10% discount.

- Write about your experience using this product as long as you include a
link to the product in my store.

- Edit the product to fit your personal classroom needs.

- Leave feedback on the product to earn TpT credits.

- Contact me at anytime with questions, comments, and requests.

- Download updated versions of the product.

You May Not

 Share this product with any other teacher without purchasing an additional
license for that teacher.

* Post part or all of this product online for any purpose.

* Sell or distribute any part of this product.

* Edit this product in order to sell or give away part or all of the product.

The copyright for this material is maintained by The Productive Teacher
(formerly known as My Rainy Day Creations). If you have any questions or
would like to use the product in a manner not described above, please contact
me at cate@theproductiveteacher.org.
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Miriam A. Ferguson

Miriam A. Ferguson, also known as "Ma,"” born on June 13, 1875, in Bell County, Texas,
carved a niche in history as the first female governor of Texas and subsequently served
a non-consecutive second term. Her ascent to political prominence was closely linked to
the political career of her husband, James E. Ferguson, whose impeachment and
removal from office in 1917 significantly influenced her own path to governance.
Campaigning under the slogan "Two Governors for the Price of One,” Ferguson
leveraged her relationship with her husband, appealing to his supporters and those
drawn to her anti-corruption and populist messages.

Her governance was marked by significant efforts towards prison reform, improvements
in the state's highway system, and a staunch opposition to the Ku Klux Klan's influence
in Texas. Nonetheless, her administration faced allegations of corruption and cronyism,
reflecting criticisms previously directed at her husband. Ferguson also championed
educational reform, advocating for increased funding, better teacher salaries, and
reduced school fees, showcasing her dedication to enhancing the state's educational
framework.

As a member of the Democratic Party, Ferguson's political journey occurred within a
Texas that was predominantly Democratic, a reflection of the broader political
alignment of the Southern United States during the early 20th century. Her commitment
to education and infrastructure improvement aligned with her party’'s goals,
representing an effort fo modernize Texas amidst the economic turbulence of the Great
Depression and beyond.

Interestingly, despite Ferguson's groundbreaking role as a female governor, she faced
opposition from suffragists, a group fundamentally committed to expanding women's
rights, including the right to vote. This opposition stemmed from various political and
ideological differences, highlighting the complex dynamics of early 20th-century
politics, where alliances were not always formed along predictable lines.

Miriam A. Ferguson's legacy is multifaceted, embodying the contradictions of her time
as a pioneering woman in a predominantly male political arena, who nonetheless faced
criticism from groups advocating for women'’s rights. Despite the controversies and
challenges of her administration, her contributions to Texas's development, particularly
in education and infrastructure, underscore her dedication to public service. Ferguson
passed away on June 25, 1961, leaving a legacy that reflects the intricate interplay of
gender, politics, and power in early 20th-century American history. Her tenure, marked
by significant achievements and notable opposition, highlights a critical period in
Texas's political evolution and showcases Ferguson as a figure of progress within the
constraints and complexities of her era.
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