
Terms of Use

Thank you so much for purchasing an item from my store! I work very hard to 
create resources that will improve your classroom and allow you to leverage 
your planning time. Here are the expectations for using this product…

The copyright for this material is maintained by The Productive Teacher 
(formerly known as My Rainy Day Creations). If you have any questions or 
would like to use the product in a manner not described above, please contact 
me at cate@theproductiveteacher.org.

You May

• Use this product in your classroom with your students year after year.
• Purchase additional licenses for other teachers at a 10% discount.
• Write about your experience using this product as long as you include a 
link to the product in my store.

• Edit the product to fit your personal classroom needs.
• Leave feedback on the product to earn TpT credits.
• Contact me at anytime with questions, comments, and requests.
• Download updated versions of the product.

You May Not

• Share this product with any other teacher without purchasing an additional 
license for that teacher.

• Post part or all of this product online for any purpose.
• Sell or distribute any part of this product.
• Edit this product in order to sell or give away part or all of the product.

Find More Resources

mailto:cate@theproductiveteacher.org
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Productive-Teacher
http://www.theproductiveteacher.com
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Lulu Belle Madison White

Lulu Belle Madison White was born on August 31, 1899, in Elmo, Texas, into a post-Civil 
War era that bore the deep scars and legacies of slavery. Her parents, born into slavery, 
instilled in White a profound consciousness of the racial injustices and inequalities 
endemic in the South. This upbringing in a family that had directly experienced the 
brutalities of enslavement fostered in White a resilient determination to challenge and 
dismantle the systemic racism that defined her early environment. She pursued higher 
education at Prairie View A&M University, a historically black college that played a 
crucial role in shaping her awareness of civil rights issues and her commitment to 
activism.

Upon completing her education, White embarked on a career as a teacher, dedicating 
herself to the education of African American youth. However, her growing awareness of 
the pervasive racial injustices and her desire to enact more systemic change led her to 
leave teaching. She redirected her energies towards full-time activism, assuming the 
role of executive secretary for the Houston branch of the NAACP in the 1940s. In this 
capacity, White galvanized efforts to combat segregation and discrimination, becoming 
a central figure in the civil rights movement in Texas. Her work with the NAACP not only 
involved legal challenges to racial injustices but also voter registration drives and 
educational campaigns aimed at empowering the African American community.

One of White's most significant contributions to the civil rights movement was her 
involvement in the Sweatt v. Painter case. This landmark 1950 Supreme Court decision 
challenged the "separate but equal" doctrine of racial segregation in higher education. 
The case was brought by Heman Marion Sweatt, an African American who was denied 
admission to the University of Texas Law School because of his race. White and the 
NAACP provided crucial support for Sweatt's legal battle, which ultimately resulted in a 
victory that mandated his admission to the law school. The ruling was a pivotal moment 
in the fight against educational segregation and served as a precedent for the broader 
desegregation efforts that would follow.

Beyond her pivotal role in Sweatt v. Painter, White's activism in Texas spanned various 
facets of the civil rights struggle. She was instrumental in advocating for the integration 
of public facilities and ensuring equal access to education, healthcare, and employment 
for African Americans. Her efforts were not limited to high-profile legal battles; White 
was deeply committed to grassroots organizing, working tirelessly to improve the 
everyday lives of African Americans in Texas through voter registration drives, 
educational initiatives, and public health campaigns. Through her diverse roles and 
contributions, Lulu Belle Madison White left an enduring legacy as a tireless advocate 
for justice and equality, whose work laid the groundwork for the civil rights 
advancements that would follow.


